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ONT_CONTRIBUTION TQ SE-22:
CONSEQUENOES OF CERTAIN POSSYBLE 1,8, COURSES OF ACTION
HITH RESPECY TO INDOCHINA, BURNA OR THATLAND

l. The guestions possd in SE~22 have been given full and oereful consideration.
The consequences of certain possible U.S, military courzes of action with re-~
spsct to Communist China and Xores were exaiined in SE-20, It im the belle?

of ORI that the rasaction to miiitary action envisaged in SE-22 would be aimilar
to that outlined in SE-20. 1In addition the ONI contribution to SE-20 treats

of these subjects in detail. In view of the shortness of time and the atill
applicsble previous trsatment of the éubjeet this contribution adds enly the
Tfollowing, _

2.  Although SE-20 does not incluls bombardment of sslected targats throughout
Communist China 1% {e the view of ONI that sustained and intensive bombing of
selected targets throughout Commumist China could serlously reduse Chinese
Communist military power, disrupt the Chinese Commmist eccuony, and eventually
jeopardize Communist control over at leaat some parts of south and southwest
China,

3, The Chinese Comuunists would bring to bear msrimm air defense oapabilitiag
which currently awe substantial in Manehwria and Nowih China but are slight
slsewhers. Although nn% fully preparsd st preseut, ﬂm Chinese Commimisis would
almost certainly seek to reduss the US/IN bembardment or counter fts effects by
offensive alr action sgainat soma US/W forces and targets, They might be ax-
sistad by Cauemslsan voluntoer air eraws. The Chinese would undoubtedly attsmpt
to invoks the Sino-Soviet treaty; and bave indeed already Iaid the groundwork

for such an invocatien,

review(s) completed.
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4. The USSR could comalt additions) alemente of its own sir defense forces

to action in and over Commmiet held aveas and might msks a 14mited numbey of
Soviet submarines available to the Chinssme Communists a3z "voluntesrs®,

5. If the Communists found that the foregoing couvrses of action were ine
sufficient to reduce tho effectn of the Us/UN bombardment to acesplable pro-
poriions, and 1f they estimated that ihe consequences liasted above wers 1iksly
to ensue; they could commit Sovist air forces to action againet some US/UN
forces and targetis, or they could baegin negotiations to snd hostilitles. Oxn
balance, it iz bellevaed that in these eircumatencss the Commmnists would probe
ably seek to end hostilities by negotistions before comnitting Soviet air forces
over UN held aress,

6,. It in believed that any deeision to employ atomie weapons in and against
Communist China vould of necessity be & wmilateral US decislon, The political
and paychological resction %o the employment of such weapons would nobt bs

- Hmited to China, but would bs world-wide and wold be incaleulable, It is
possible, however, that the U.3. might, as a mnﬁlﬁ of such action, find 1twolf
morally isclated from the rest of the world,
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